In the present paper, I propose to confine myself to the consideration of the surgical department, to the causes of primary surgical lesions, to the results of treatment, and more particularly to that portion of it which has reference to the result of operations. But as the experience of one year is necessarily limited, 1 propose to introduce, in connection with the year 1853, the experience of the eleven years immediately preceding that year, viz., from 1842 to 1853. This is the more easy, inasmuch as, during that period, the affairs of the hospital having been administered by a medical superintendent, the medical statistics have been published in a more copious, intelligible, and scientific form. It is to be regretted that, while, as is also done in the reports of the managers of this hospital, the names of the numerous benevolent individuals who contribute so liberally to their support are printed in the subscription list?in many cases, the results of the medical treatment are very parsimoniously given.
if not altogether left out.
Wherever there is an hospital of sufficient importance to publish an annual report, its medical experience should be tabulated, and laid before the profession and the public. This has been pretty generally the practice in Scottish hospitals, from the time of their foundation to the present day. The fatality ill diseases and injuries of this class has been greatest among those in which the osseous covering of the cerebrospinal axis has suffered fracture. There are 11 fatal cases in 17 compound fractures of the cranium, and 3 in 4 injuries of the spinal column. There are also 14 fatal cases from fracture of the lower extremity in a total of 151, or a mortality of 1 in 11. Among the chronic affections of bones, there were 3 deaths from caries in 23, 4 from necrosis in 36, and 3 from diseased knee-joint in 59.
8. The eighth class, consisting of diseases of the organs of digestion, contains in it only 25 surgical cases; 17 fistula in ano, 11 of which were cured, 5 relieved, and 1 dismissed from other causes; 7 hernia, of which 5 were relieved, and 2 died after operation; 2 cases of stricture of oesophagus should more properly be considered as 1, the disease having occurred twice in the same patient.
9. The ninth class?external injuries of soft parts?consisting chiefly of bruises, wounds, and burns, is exclusively surgical. There were 287 cases of this kind, the nature of which, and the result of treatment, will be best exhibited in the following 
